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Houli Culture Rice from the Yuezhuang Site, Jinan

Gary W. Crawford' Chen Xuexiang’ Wang Jianhua’
(1. Department of Humanity, University of Toronto; 2. Research Centre of Oriental
Archaeology, Shandong University; 3. Department of Archaeology, Jilin University)

Flotation samples were collected from a variety of contexts at the Early Neolithic Houli cul-
ture Yuezhuang site, Jinan city in 2003. The samples were collected in order to recover plant
and animal remains and other small artifacts that otherwise would not normally be recovered.
The final analysis of the samples has yet to be completed, but we can report that samples from
pits H124, H146, and H138 contain two cultigens; 26 rice ( Oryza sativa) grains and 40
broomcorn millet ( Panicum miliaceum) seeds. One foxtail millet ( Setaria italica supsp. itali-
ca) specimen is in the sample from Pit H61. In this brief paper we provide a description of the

- grains, report an AMS radiocarbon date (7050 +80B. P. ) that places rice in the Yellow River
valley 2000 years earlier than previously documented, and outline the implications of the dis-

covery.
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