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Propagatlon of cultivated plants from the Contment
Goro YAMADA and Akiyo TSUBAKISAKA

Cultivated plants were propagated to Hokkaldo four times durmg early Jomon' and
Satumon periods. Most of cultivated plants were propagated from the south (Honshu) but
slight elements from the north are included three times in the Epi-Jomon Epoch. Assuch plants
burdocks (Arctium) occurred from the sites of late Jomon Period, burdocks: and hemps
(Cannabis) from the Epi-Jomon Epoch, barleys (Hordeum), and millets (Panicum) and foxtail
millets (Setaria) are included. Although lifestyles during the Okhotsk Culture were maintained
fundamentally by fishing and hunting sea-beasts, and crop cultivation was utterly neglected in
previous studies. Occurrence of barleys and other cultivated plants from these remains of the
Okhotsk Culture shows an uptake of these crops as food resources of the people at that time.
Among these cultivated plants barleys should be especially noted. This plant oceurrs also from
the Satumon Period, and from our previous studies it became evident that there are two mor-
phological types of barleys, and the distribution boundafy of them is separated by Ishikari
Lowland. “Normal barley species”, which occurs from t‘lVl/:e'Ishikari Lowland and its southern
area, are the same species from Tohoku 'region‘ of Honshu, but in contrast “Satumon barleys”
which occurred from the sites of the Okhotsk Culture Period belongs to the same Viypey of barley

which occurred from Shihote-Alin region of the Continent. The cultivated plants including

,barleys were propagated in about 8th century from the Continent accompanymg with other

metal prodiucts of the continental type which were found from the sites of the Okhotsk Culture,
and after 10th century when the Okhotsk Culture was destroyed and absorbed into the Satumon

Culture, cultivation was taken into the Satumon Culture and continued in northern and eastern
Hokkaido.
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