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Crops excavated from remains of Ainu cultural stages
in the Middle Age and the Edo Period

Goro YAMADA

From six remains of the Ainu cultural stage between 14th-early 18th century, eleven kinds of
crops seeds such as rice, barleys, Foxtail millets, Proso millets, Japanese millets, great millets,
buckwheats, Adzuki beans, Rapes, Perila and Hemps were obtained. Except rice other crops were
cultivated by the Ainu people. In the case of Ocki locality of K —39 remains in Sapporo City
most of the crops seeds consist of rice which were brought from the Honshu to Hokkaido, but
in other remains Foxtail millets and Japanese milets were excavated abundantly. Japanese mil-
lets occurred rom many remains in Hokkaido are fundamentally the same with so-called millets
of southern (Nambu) type. Cereal farming was taken place in large parts of Hokkaido during
the Satumon cultural stage prior to the Ainu cultural stage, and Foxtail millets and Proso mil-
lets were mainly cultivated in combnation with barleys, wheats, Adzuki beans, Hemps and
Perilla. Seeds of Japanese millets and cock’s-foot are restricted to occur in the remains of
Sapporo, Chitose in the Ishikari Lowland and Yoichi Town. However after 14th century the pro-
duction weight of Japanese millets increased and the chief crop assemblage turned into Japanese
millets and Foxtail millets. It is unknown why such a change of chief crops was taken place by
what kinds of backgrounds. Japanese millets and Foxtail millets were important crops for the
Ainu people and thus they are called as Ainu’ s crops. In the myth of Okikurumi it was told
that the Ainu people stole Japanese millets from the Heaven. According to Hayashi (1960)
there were two types o Japanese millets ; one was hairy millets which Ainu people cultivated
and other non-hairy millets which belonged to Nambu millets. The hairy millets belong to a
group of Honshu cock’s-foot which were described as Yezo millets in the Edo Period. From car-
bonized seeds it is evident that Nambu millets were cultivated during 14th and 17th century and
there might be Japanese millets which were similar to cock’s-foot. This type of Japanese millets
probably belonged to a group of Japanese millets which were excavated from remains of the
Satumon cultural stage, but this is not fully understood from the present study alone. It is a
problem that crops including Japanese millets and Foxtail millets cultivated by the Ainu people
played what role in the living style of their life. Until now the agriculture of the Ainu people has
been said by basing of records of post 18th century, and their agriculture has been regarded as
simple and crude one in which farming tools were never used, no furrows created, or no fertilizer
used. However such farming was performed under conditions in which Ainu’s labour forses was
abused from villages by the Matsumae Clan, and Ainu’s agriculture at that time did not repre-
sent their own original farming styles.

Recently several examples of farming fields of early 17th century have been found from the
coast of the Funka Bay. The fields had well-developed furrows and they could not be formed
without helps of farming tools such as hoes and plows. Recent results of excavations including
farming iron tools such as toes-heads and sickles from the remains of early 18th century exhibit
a new status of study and therefore it should be neccessary to notice the agricultural history of
the Ainu people.



