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Agriculture in the Ainu Cultural period
Goro YAMADA

In the Satumon Culture from 8 c.to 12 c.river fishing: and agriculture
of miscellaneous cereals of 16 kinds of crops were managed and the prod-
ucts of hunting and fishing have been regarded as couﬁtervalues of the
trade which secured necessities of life. Soon after in keeping with rapid
development of the commodity gconomy, the trading économy with Honshu dev-—
eloped and in 13 ec. there’was a change from the Satumon Culture to the
Ainu Cultqref

From that time climatic change commenced and a remarkably cold age épp—
eared in 15 c.and 17-18 ¢. However in the late 13 c¢.to early 18 c.eleven
kinds of crops were excaﬁated from 8 Ainu Cultural Remains in the regions
of Ishikari; Hidaka and Funka Bay coast. From these Remains relatively
abundant rice were collected. This fact suggests that Ainu people at that
time obtained large amounts of rice as food crops by a trade with Honshu
people, but other crops were produced by the agriculture of the Ainu peop-
le themselves. In the regions of Ishikari and Hidaka iron agricultural
tools are excavated from under the p&roclastic sediments of the middle 17
c. and early 18 ¢. and in the Funka Bay coast field remainsburied with
pyroclastics of the middle 17 c¢. are found. At that time Ainupeople cul-
tivated and:fetilized their fields using iron agricultural tools.

These fields were father small as one unit, but they were continuously
fbrmed.‘Except a change of main crops from corns to Deccan grasses there
was no.great differences of the combinatfbn of crops from those of the
time of theSatumon Culture .17 c¢. to 18 ¢.-. was a c¢ old period called as
Little Ice Age, but abundant crops such as millets, Deccan grasses, flax
plants(Cannabis) and agriculturing tools were excavated, and this suggests
that the agriculture was maintained under the cold climate.

In the Ainu Culture there was a gradual shift of life activity into
fishing, hunting of térrestrial and marine beasts in the rivers and sea
for securing countervalues of trade economy. In the regions of Funka Bay
coast, Ishikari and Hidaka cultivations of miscellaneous crops were
performed similarly as in the Satumon Culture, but the agricultural acti-
vity stagnated by conjugated reasons of strengthened regining of the Ainu‘
people and the supply limitation of iron tools by the Matsumae Clan just
after the Battle of Shakushain and climatic coldness in 17 c. to 18 c.
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